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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve fuel economy as 
controlling the exhaust quantr^ of NOx by judgng the 
operating state of a catalyst in deceleration, and 
intemirttently feeding an engine with fuel on the basis 
of the operating state so as to reduce an anmunt of 
oxygen excessively absoited as the intermittently fed 
fuel reacts in the catalyst 

SOLUTION: In a controller 12, a fact of vi/hether an 
engine is in such a state that It Is in a decelerating 
mode and its continuoiG fuel supply is temporarSy 
stopped or rwt according to an engine operating stats 
detected by various sensors is judged. Next, engine 
speed or air flew rate extending over the specffled 
period of time is int^rated, whereby an amount of 
oxygen ak>sort)ed in a catalyst 37 is judged. In the case 
where this at)sortsed oxygsi quantity is compared with the 
specified level, this ox^^en absort»ng capsK^ exceeds 
the specffied level, fud is intermittently fed to the 
engine 10. and thereby ttie tntemrdttentty fad fuel 
reacts to reduce the excessively ata sor tied oxygen. Or in 
the case whera tamperature in the catalyst 37 rsaches to 



a specified temperature, a fuel supply is intermittently 
carried out 
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